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INTRODUCTION

Dr A A Macdonnell observes that ‘ History 1s the
one weak spot in Indian literature It 1s, mn fact, non
existent” Dr A B Xeth states that ° Sansknt
hiterature for all its great merits 18 defictent m simple
prose narrative on interesting themes *

Historical Kavyas are indeed rare m Sanskrit Litera
ture No apology 1s therefore needed for publishing the
Ramanujacamypi, for the first time

The Ramanujacampti 1s a historical biography of the
great Vedanta teacher Sri Ramanuja (A D 1017 to 1187),
the systematizer of the Vidwstadvaita system of Vedanta
The earhest attempt at a biography of Sri Riménuja was
made by one of his own direct pupils ¢ Andhrapiirna
(Vatukanambi) m his Yatirdjavaibhavam, a small poem
of 114 stanzas Simce then, there have been panegyrics
on Sri Ramanuja, like the Yatirajasaptats by Sri Vedanta
desika (Venkatandtha A D 1268 to 1379) and the Yati
rajavimsati of Saumyajdmatrmum (Varavaramum—A D
1370 to 1446) But the first great systematic biography
with all historical meidents i their full detail in Kavya
style 1n Sanskrit 18 accomphshed only mn the Raméanuja
campil

The author of the Ramanujacampi 18 Ramanujadisa,
also called Ramanujacarya He belonged to the Vadhila
Gotra and had for his teachers Venkata, Laksmana and
Yajfiandrayana, besides his father Bhivanarya  These
details mark out our author from the others who are also
called Ramanujadasa or Raménujdcarya

Ramanujacarya, the author of Garudapaficadat
vydkhya (Circa 1450 A D) also belongs to the Vadhila
gotra  He 1s different from our author and 1s the grandson
of Varadaguru, who 1s the son of the grand daughter
(qt) of Sri Vedantadesika

Ramanujadasa, the author of the commentaries on
Atimanusastava (Sri Rangarajastava), Varadari)astava,
Sristava, Sundarabshustava and Srigunaratnakoda, 18 also
called Ramanujacdrya and pays obewsance to his teacher
Venkata But he 18 different from our author as he
belonged to Garga gotra (See colophon of D 10,269)

Ramanujacirya or Rémanuja, the author of Veda
padarimayanam and Ramanujiyam, a commentary on
the Ramayana, belongs to the Vadhiila gotra and 1s
dafferent from our author, as he 1s the son of Varadarya
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This Ramanu)a 1s popularly known as Kandada: Ramanuja,
whom Vaidyanatha Diksita quotes in his commentary
on Raméayana

Ramanujadasa of Vadhila gotra (Circa 1550 A D),
the author of Vedantavijaya, 18 1dentical with Mahacarya
or Doddayédcarya, probably a contemporary of Appayya
Diksita

Ramanujacarya, the author of Vasalaksmi kalyanam
(Circa 1575 A D) also belongs to the Vadhiila gotra But
he 1s the paternal uncle of our author and s the son of
Saranamba  Besides the above work he has also written
Viraridghava Kanakavalll vivaha, Vedapadaramayana,
Ramayanacampi, Siddhantasara Sukavacika, and Vardha
kanyéaparmays

Ramanujacarya, the author of the Ramanujacampi
may therefore be assigned to Circa 1600 A D

In his Raméanujacampli, our author Ramanujadisa,
gives some interesting details regarding his ancesters
He traces his origin to Dagarathi Mudalyandan, one of
the disaiples and nephew of Sri Ramanuja Srirangirya,
one of the ancestors of the author, was carried by a king,
Krisna Raya, m a palanqun This Srirangaraya was
skilled 1n the employment of magical mcantations Ghana
varada, the son of Srirangarya, 18 claimed by the author
of the present work as the chief member of the family
to which he belonged Ghanavarada was bhving m
Trivellore near Madras Ramanuja, son of Ghanavarada,
was skilled in Nyaya, Vyakarana, Mimamsi and Vedanta
He was considered to be Sr1 Ramanuja himself m his ability
to defend Vifistadvaita from the criticism of the opponents
This Ramanuja had two sons, Varadaguru and Sara
nammacirya Saranamma had four sons, the eldest of
whom, was Ramanuja, the preceptor of the author of the
present work The second son of Saranamba was Vijaya-
raghavarya, who was considered equal to Vatsya Varadaguru
m the exposition of Sribhasya Sri Ramacdrya, the
third son, was an able exponent of Raméayana and our
author wag a disciple of him 1 Raméayana Bhavanarya,
the lagt son and father of the author of the present work,
was profictent in all Sastras He i1s probably identical
with the Bhavanacarya whom Govindaraja imvokes m his
commentary on the Ramayana, and Govindardja lived
when Appaya Diksita was yetin his youth Raméanujacarya,
the author of the present work, studied Tiruvdymozhi
from one Venkatarya, of Vadhiilagotra who offered a
golden vehicle of a horse to be used for Lord Varadaraja
at Kaéncl and who was presented with a palanqun by
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the king of Indupurn1 He studied Vyakarana under
Yajfianarayana, the husband of the sister of the author
and studied Sri Bhasya under Lakshmanacarya,
a descendant of Suddhasativa Guru

11

Ramanuja, the great Visistadvaita philosopher, was
born at Sriperumbudiir, near Kaficin 939 Saka (*1017:
A D) as the son of Kesavasomayayn of Haritagotra and
Bhiidevi Srisailapiirna, one of the disciples of Yamu
nacarya, the religious head of Sri Vasnavas and the
maternal uncle of the child, came to Sriperumbudiir from
Tirupat: and congratulated Kesavasomay&j: on the birth
of a son He gave the child the name Raminuja In
his seventh year, Raménuja was mnvested with the sacred
thread From his father, Ramanuja studied the Vedas
with all the angas After his marriage, he left Sriperum
budiir for Kafici to study the Advaita system of Vedanta
under Yadavaprakasa, an Advaita ascetic who was then
Living 1n the street where the temple of Sr1 Yathoktacar

was situated

At Madhuramangalam near KaficI was born in 10252
A D a child for Kamalanayanabhatta and Sridevi, another
sister of SriSailapGirna The child was named Govinda
After his studies and marriage, Govinda went to Kafici
and jommed Ramanuja as a disciple of Yadavaprakasa

In the course of his studies, Ramanuja refuted the
mterpretations offered by Yadavaprakasa for the Upam
shadic passages and gave his own imterpretations One
day, Raméanuja was anomting Yadava with ol Yadava
was then interpreting the passage from the Chaéndogya
Upanishad & o sme gsiawiaot |

Yadava explamned the passage thus —‘ The Brahman
has eyes that resemble the hinder part of the monkey
While he was explaming, tears, trickled down from the
eyes of Ramanuja They fell down on the thigh ot Yadava
and scorched 1t Asked about its cause, Ramanuja said
that the explanation of the passage as oftered by Yadava
was not convincing He offered his own explanation
thus —“ ko means water, pibafs means drinks Kaps
means water drinker or sun Ass means blossomed
‘““ The Brahman’s eyes are like lotuses that blossom when

1 Guruparamparaprabhavam by Pmbazhegryaperumelypyer p 91
Krodg Ramanuja was born in the year Pingala and Govinda was horn m the year
hane
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there 18 sun Yadava became enraged on hearing this
and sent Ramanuja out of the school

Yadava, however, thought that Ramanuja would any
day oppose his Advaita by his origmal interpretations
of the Upanwadic passages Therefore he sent his discr
ples to Sriperumbudir and had Ramanuja brought
back to him He decided to get rid of Ramanuja by
throwing him in the Ganges With this end 1n view, he
undertook a pilgrimage to Benares with his disciples,
mcluding Ramanuja and Govinda While they were
proceeding through the Vindhys forest, Govinda met
Raméanuja alone and informed him of the motive behind
the pilgrimage Taking this hint, Ramanuja lagged behind
and leaving the main path, entered into the forest He
roamed about i the jungles all through the day Towards
sunset, he became tired and was bewildered, not knowing
where to go Just then appeared before him a fowler
and his wife Knowing from them that they were pro
ceeding to Kafici, he followed them In the early hours
of the morning, the fowler’s wife asked for water Ramj
nuja went to a well nearby When he returned, he could
not see the fowler and his wife To his surprise, he saw
the bright Punyakotivimanam at a distance He prayed
to Lord Varads and Mahadev: for having protected him
1n the forest as fowler and his wife Thereupon, he carried
water daily from the pond to Lord Varadarsja

Yadava and his disciples thought that Ramanuja must
have lost his way and perished in the jungles They
reached Kaé& and bathed in the holy Ganges Govinda
found a lingam floating mn his hand while he was bathing
i the Ganges Upon this, Yadava congratulated Govinda
and mitiated him 1n Siva worship and asked him to worship
that Lmgam Govinda returned to Madhuramangalam
and then went to Kalahasti near Tirupati and was
worshipping there

On his arrival at Kafici, Yadava was surprised to find
Ramanuja hale and healthy When he came to know
that Raméanuja was offered protection by God himself,
Yadava took Ramanuja once more as hig disciple

At this time, two Sr Vaisnavas went from Kaficl to
Srirangam to worship Lord Sriranganatha Yamunarya,
the religious head of the Sri Vawsnavas, came to know
from them of Raménuja and the protection afforded to
him 1n the forest by Lord Varada He found in Ramanuja
a suitable successor to him  With the intention of seemng
Ramanuja, he went to Kafici with his disciples He was
shown Ramanuja mn the temple of Lord Varadardja by
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his disciple Kaficipirna He was convinced by the
personality of Ramanuja He prayed to Lord Varada to
enable Ramanuja to become the leader of the Vaisnava
faith and then left Kafici for Srirangam

Soon after this, the princess of the King of Tundira
mandalam (Tondarmandalam) was obsessed with an evil
spint Yadava was mvited to free the princess from the
evik spirit In spite of Yadava’s uttering magical incan
tations, the evil spirit refused to leave the princess It,
however, promised to go away, if Raméanuja, the disciple
of Yadava, touched 1t with his foot Raménuja did
accordingly and the spwrit left the princess breaking a
branch of a tree that stood before them, thus leaving a
mark of 1ts departure from the place

Ramanuja was again dismissed by Yéadava as he was
refuting agamn and again, the mterpretations of Yadava
on passages that dealt with non difference Raménuja
began once again bringing water from the Salax well to
Lord Varada

When Yamuna heard that Ramanuja discontmued
his studies 1n the school of Yadavaprakasa, he sent Maha
piirna, one of his disciples to bring Ramanuja from Kafic
Accordingly Mahapfirna came to Kafici and took Ramanuja,
with him to Srirangam When they were nearing the
banks of the river Kaveri, they saw a large group of Sri
Vaisnavaites reciting Vedas near a dead body Mahapiirna
knew from this that Yamunacarya had breathed his last
He was filled with great grief and with some difficulty,
he reached the spot where the body of Yamunacarya was
placed Ramanuja found three fingers of the right hand of
Yamuna closed When asked about the cause of such
an unusual feature, the disciples assembled there said that
they did not know the cause, but they added that three
desires of Yamuna were left unfulfilled The three desires
were (1) The Brahmasiitras of Badardyana must be
commented upon to bring out the real Visistadvaitic sense,
(2) Gratitude must be shown to Paradara and Vyasa who
have shown that Narayana s the highest truth, (3) Tribute
must be paid to Sant Sathakopa Réamanuja, promised
to carry out these wishes To the wonder of all assembled,
the three fingers of Yamuna became straight and the
hand attammed the normal state Then the body of Yamuna
was interred according to the prescribed rules After ths,
Ramanuja returned to Kafici

At Kaficl, he made a request to Lord Varada through
Kaficipirna as to how the three wishes of Yamunicarya



b 4

could be carried out Lord Varada repled to this request
thus —
(1) T am the Supreme Truth
(2) Prapatti (resigning to God) 18 the means of getting
relief from bondage
(3) The 1ndividual soul need not think of me at the
time of death
(4) The soul gets final release as soon as 1t 1s freed
from the body
(5) Our farth 1s Visistadvaita
(6) Choose Mahapurna as your preceptor

Vide
T T Qisg AogEgaE s Pawrgmn—
S AT AT H R,
fafteds = AR AEREE
vemRmgTRER g |

Ramanujacampii, Chapter V, Sloka 24

Recerving this answer, Ramanuja left Kafid for
Srirangam to meet Mahapiirna At Madhurantakam near
Kafici, he met Mahapfirna who was proceeding towards
Kafici with his disciples There Mahéapiirna performed
all the sacraments of mmtiation according to Paficaratia
Then Mahapiirna and Ramanuja returned to Kafici where
Ramanuja studied Visistadvaita Vedanta under Mahapiirna,

One day when Raméanuja was away from the house,
there arose an altercation between the wives of Mahj
plrna and Raminuja regarding their comparative piety
Mahapiirna overheard this and left Kafici for Srirangam
with his wife lest this quarrel should create a misunder
standing between him and Raménuja On returning to
the house, Ramanuja got acquainted with the event that
took place in his absence He got disgusted with the life
of a householder Therefore he went to the shrine of Lord
Varada and entered the order of an ascetic with the
permission of his deity

After this, Srivatsinka (Kiresa) and Dasarath: (Mudal
yandan) became the disciples of Ramanuja Yadava,
prakasa reflected on the greatness of Raméanuja and athis
mother’s instigation became a Vaishnavaite and a disciple of
Ramanuja He was named Govinda At the request of
Ramanuja he wrote the work Yatidharmasamucecaya

At the request of Mahépiirna and others, Ramanuja
went to Srirangam to look after the admimistration of the



X1

temple of Sriranganatha At Srirangam, Ramanuja studied
the works of Yamuna and Sathakopa from Srirangesa,
one of the disciples of Yamuna He studied Trruman
trartham and other tenets of the Vaisnavas under Gosti
pirna at Tirukkottiylir (near Pudukkottah) Ramanuja
was ordered by Gostipfirna to teach the mantras to none
but Srivatsanka Contrary to this order, Rimanuja pro
claimed the mantra to all the people who were assembled
i the temple at Tirukkottiyin When questioned as to
the cause for transgressing the order of the preceptor,
Ramanuja explained his attitude and convinced his precep
tor by saying that he was ready to forego the benefits that
he would derive by reciting the mantras himself By
explaining the mantras, he wanted to release all the people
assembled i the temple fiom bondage Raméinuja then
studied the meaning of Tiruviymozhi under Maladhara
(Tirumalaryandan) one of the disciples of Yamuna

Some time after this, an Advaitin, Yajliamiirtz1 came
to Srirangam from Kas: and held a debate with Ramanuja
on the merits of Advaita and Visistadvaita systems of
Vedanta for eighteen days He was vanquished i the
debate on the mineteenth day Thereupon he became a
Vaisnava ascetic and was named Varadaramanuja by
Ramanuja

Two Vaisnavas came from Tirupati and imformed
Ramanuja that Govinda who was worshipping a hingam at
Kalahasti was converted into the Vaisnava faith by
Sriéailapirna Réamanuja wanted to see Govinda, turned
Vaisnava and also to know the truths contamed in the
Ramayana from Sridarlapiirna With this intention, he
started for Tirupati He went up the hlls of Tirumala:
and worshipped Lord Srimvisa Returning from the
hills, he studied the truths contamed in the Raméayana
from Snfalaptirna After his study, he returned to
Srirangam with Govinda and others Govinda became an
ascetic and was named Ramanuja By that time, Rama
nuja of the Atreya family (Vedanta Udayana) came to be
m charge of the kitchen of Ramanuja’s Mutt Thus he
took the responsibility of looking after the person of
Ramanuja

Dagarathi was appomnted by Ramanuja to look after
the administration of the temple of Sr1 Ranganatha
Srirangamrtadesika (Tiruvarangattuamudanir) one of the
disciples of Raméanuja, wrote hundied verses mn Tamil in
praise of Ramanuja

Raminuja wanted to write a commentary on the
Brahma Stitras according to the Visistadvaita system He
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went to Benares with Srivatsinka to get a copy of the
Vrtt1 of Badirayana on the Brahmasiitras Kiiresa studied
the Vrtta at Benares and committed 1t to memory They
were permutted to take the Vrtt1 to Srirangam by the King
of Benares 1n spite of the protests raised by the Advaitins
of Kas1 Ramanuja returned to Srirangam and wrote a
commentary on the Brahmasfitras to bring out the truth
of the Visistddvaita Veddnta He wrote for one full year
without attending to any other work Thus the first
desure of Yamuna was carried out by Ramanuja

To give a wide publicity to his commentary on the
Brahmasfitras, Ramanuja set out from Srirangam with his
disciples He refuted other systems of thought in every
quarter and reached Kasi  There he defeated the Advaitins
in a debate Goddess Sarasvati appeared and commended
his commentary, appreciating m particular the interpre
tation of the Upamsadic passage @ aar #rra goefiamnaniiol
She gave the title, Sribhagya, to the commentary and the
tatle Sribhasyakara to Ramanuja

On his way back to Srirangam, Ramanuja wvisited
Trrupatt At Tirumalaa there had been an age long contro
versy regarding the true nature of the deity The deity was
considered to be a form of Siva by the Saivites and of
Visnu by the Vaisnavites Réamanuja wished to settle the
dispute 1 an amicable way He had the emblems of
Visnu and Siva placed before the deity The doors were
closed and locked The understanding was that the true
form of the deity may be decided by the emblems that the
deity may take from those placed at 1ts feet ~Next morming
when the doors were opened, to the wonder of all assembled,
the deity had taken on the emblems of Visnu Thus Raméa
nuja decided thal the deity at Tirumalar was a form of
Visnu Then he returned to Srirangam

Some time after, the wife of Srivatsanka gave birth to
twin sons Raménuja named them Parasara and Vyasa,
thus carrying out the second wish of Yamunacarya The
child born of the brother of Govinda was named Parénkusa
Thus the third wish of Yamunacarya was also fulfilled
Ramanuja now had seven hundred saints, seventy four
leading members of the Sri Vaisnava community and
twelve thousand disciples as his followers

At that time, a cola king was persecuting Sr1 Vaisnavas
Through his minister Caturgramya (Naliiran), he compelled
every learned man to sign a document which proclaimed
¢ There 18 no God superior to Siva’ as a proof of his assent
to the document He sent his men to bring Raémanuja to
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the Court to sign the document Srivatsinka, who sus
pected some treachery in this attempt of the king, asked
his preceptor Ramanuja to wear white clothes and leave
Srirangam towards the western direction Srivatsanka
wore the saffron coloured 1obes of Ramianuja and went
to the court of the King with Mahaprna He was taken
for Ramanuja himself by his robes Instead of affixing
his signature to the document, Srvatsinka argued about
the superiority of Visnu over Siva When the king refused
to be convinced by his arguments he wrote ‘ Drona' 1s
higher than that” TUpon this, the cola king became
enraged and ordered his men to pluck out the eyes of the
samt before him and of Mahapiirna Srivatsanka had
a lme fruit with him He mixed camphor with the
juice of the hme fimt and applied i1t to his eyes which
resulted m the blindness of his eyes Mahapiirna, whose
eyes were plucked out, died being unable to bear the pan
while he was returning to Srirangam ~ With great difficulty,
Srivatsanka returned to Srirangam and remained there to
meet Ramanuja Ramanuja who was proceeding towards
the west, heard of the persecution of Mahaplirna He
grieved much for the act and cursed the cola king to have a
carbuncle i his neck On his way, he met a hunter
disciple of Tirumalanallam, one of his own disciples He
became a disciple of Ramanuja with all i« kinsmen and
showed hospitality to Raménuja and his disciples during
their sojourn in his territory Ramaéanuja 1eached Mysore
and turned the king Vitthaladevaraya with his men to the
Vaisnava faith  Finally he reached Melkote and worshipped
the deity in the temple there

At Melkote, Ramanuja did not find the processional
image 1 the temple In his dream, he saw the deity in the
possession of the princess of the Mahomedan ruler of Delh:
Raméanuja started for Delhi and with great difficulty
obtamned permission to have a look at the processional
mmage, Ramapriya When Ramanuja called the God by the
name Ramapriya, the deity moved towards Ramanuja,
whereupon Ramanuja called the deity by the name Sampat
kumara Réménuja returned to Melkote with the dety
and installed the deity in the temple The princess of
Delln langmished at the absence of the deity she was wor
shippmmg Lord Sampatkuméara ordered Rémanuja to go
and bring the princess of Delh1 Ramanuja did accordingly
Upon their arrval at Melkote, the princess was transformed

1 Drona 18 a measure which 18 greater m capacity to Siva a kind of measure
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mto a hightning hke builhance and merged with the deity
and became the consort of Sampatkumara Réamanuja
lived at Melkote for twelve yeai1s with his disciples

Meanwhile, the bigoted cola king died with a carbuncle
m his neck On his death bed, he called his son and asked
him not to 1epeat his mistake in not having worshipped
Ramanuja The new cola prince sent messengers to
Melkote requesting Ramanuja to return to Srmangam and
bless him The people of Melkote weie reluctant to part
with Ramanuja Thereupon Ramanuja had an image of
himgelf made and gave 1t to them He took leave of
Ramapriya Ramanuja then returned to Srirangam

At Srirangam, he was welcomed by his disciples and the
new cola king who became a disciple of Ramanuja Rama
nuja asked Srivatsinka to praise Lord Varada to enable
him to get the lost eyes Srivatsanka wrote Varadarajas
tava, accordingly Then Ramanuja and Srivatsanka went
to Kafica and worshipped Lord Varada Srivatsanka
requested Lord Varada to enable Caturgramya tolead a good
Iife as he too was connected 1n a way with the persecution
of Mahapturna Lord Varada granted this favour At the
request of Ramanuja, Siivatsanka requested Lord Varada
to give him the eyes With eyes regained, Srivatsanka
returned to Smirangam with Ramanuja  There Ramanuja
lived happily worshipping Lord S11 Ranganatha with his
disaiples

101

Manuscripts of the Réamanujacampii are available
only m the Madras Government Oriental Manuscripts
Library This edition 18 based on the four manuscripts
available in the Labrary These manuscripts do not exhibit
many differences 1n reading

Iv

I am 1indebted to my colleague in the Presidency College,
Pandit V Krishnamachariar who has furnished the Text
with a readable commentary

G O Mss Lieramy,
P P S SASTRI,

MApDRAS,
Curator

15th February 1942
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